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- Zhejiang’s textile industry continues to prosper
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Zhejiang’s textile industry accounts for 24.4% of the province’s gross industrial output value.  After eliminating outdated spindles, Zhejiang’s textile industry has been adjusted and its technical level upgraded, making textile the second largest industry in the province after electromechanical.  The competitive sectors include garments, chemical fibre and leather manufactures.

The textile enterprises in Zhejiang achieved a total the sales of RMB210.8 billion in 2002, raising the profits by 21.3% from 2001 to RMB10.8 billion, according to statistics from the Provincial Economic and Trade Commission.

The export volume of textile fabrics in the province amounted to US$10.8 billion in 2002, a 23.9% increase from 2001.

In terms of technical improvement, statistics show that in 2001, Zhejiang’s textile manufacturers spent more than RMB12.9 billion on upgrading their production skills and the technical level of their equipment.  This represents an 11.53% rise compared with the previous year.  For example, the number of shuttleless looms now exceeds 70,000 units, or 40% of all the looms in the country.

Foreign-invested enterprises are playing an important role in Zhejiang’s economy.  They account for 19.4% of Zhejiang’s gross industrial output and 29.2% of exports.  Hong Kong is the largest source of foreign direct investment in the province.

Zhejiang Province

Yiwu City
- Springboard for small commodity vending


Yiwu is China’s largest logistics hub for small commodities.  On average, the city has about 160,000 visitors and handles 2,000 tonnes of commodities daily.  The Bin Wang Distribution Market (賓王市場) and Yiwu small Commodity Market (義烏小商品城) consist of more than 27,000 shops of which about 2,100 are vendors of textile and garment products.

The Yiwu Small Commodity market, founded in 1982 in the suburb of Yiwu, used to be a commodity wholesale market set up by farmers.  In the past two decades, local government had invested RMB600 million in the construction and expansion of the market under the development strategy of “building the city by promoting business”.

Apart from clothing and accessories, the commodity market also features a wide range of wholesale products including ornaments, toys, hardware, household items, electrical appliances, shoes, handicrafts and cosmetics.

Many of the goods come from costal areas such as Guangdong. There are also locally made products and those made in other parts of Zhejiang. A number of merchants had come from other cities to set up shops with local people, selling their own products or acting as distributors.

To date, there are more than 1,500 hosiery and 3,400 garment factories in Yiwu.  Their annual sales volumes are about RMB5 billion and RMB8.5 billion respectively.  The products of several local brands such as LangSha (浪莎), Meng Na (夢娜) and Feng Li (芬莉) have been regarded as inexpensive but high quality.

Each year, the “Yiwu International Exhibition on Hosiery & Garment Industries” (義烏國際襪子、針織及服裝工業展覽會) is held at the China Commodity City Meihu Exhibition Centre (義烏市中國小商品城梅湖會展中心) in Yiwu.

During the 8th edition of the show in November, 2007, about 150 exhibitors from nine countries or regions, including China, Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, Czech Republic, Switzerland, Taiwan Province and Hong Kong showcased their latest products, machinery and technology, according to the organizer, Adsale Exhibition Services Ltd.

Quick Facts

Location:








At the heart of Zhejiang Province

Area:









1,105 square kilometers

Population:







600,000

GDP:








RMB15.6 billion (2002)

Gross industrial output:





RMB33.13 billion (2002)

	No of hosiery enterprises:
	About 1,500

	Annual sales volume of hosiery:
	RMB5 billion

	No of garment enterprise:
	About 3,400

	Annual sales volume of garment:
	RMB8.5 billion

	Major trading markets:

(1) Bin Wang Distribution Market (賓王市場)
(2) Yiwu Small Commodities Market (義烏小商品城) 

(3) (中國小商品城篁園市場)

(4) (中國義烏國際商貿城)

	Major players:
(1) LangSha Socks Manufacturing Co. (浪莎襪業)
(2) Hua Chuan Group (華川集團)
(3) Meng Na Hosiery Factory (夢娜針織襪業)
(4) Feng Li Hosiery Factory (芬莉襪業)


	Contact Info

	Yiwu City Economic Development Bureau (義烏市經濟發展局)

	Address: Wanshun Building, No. 73 Jichang Road, Yiwu City (義烏市機場路73號萬順大廈)

	Tel: 86-579-85523302

	E-mail: china.zj.ywjjfzj@tom.com
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ZHEJIANG PROVINCE


(浙江省) is the fourth largest industrial production base in China after Guangdong, Jiangsu and Shandong Provinces.  It is also the second largest textile exporter of China.  Textile industry in the northeastern region is more developed than that in the southwestern region. The province has a number of textile production base which specialize in certain products. They include Pinghu (平湖), Tiantai (天台), Shengzhou (嵊州) , Yuhang (余杭), Datang (大唐), Fengqiao (楓橋), Maqiao (馬橋), Puyuan (濮院), Xucun (許村), Yaqian (衙前), Yangxunqiao (楊汛港), Youchegang (油車港), Zhili (織里).











YIWU CITY (義烏市) is a major distribution center for smaill commodities like hosiery, underwear and garment.  Located at the heart of Zhejiang Province, Yiwu is about two hours’ drive from Hangzhou and there are regular flights to and from Shenzhen and Guangzhou.  It is a medium-sized city with an area of 70 square kilometers and a population of about 600,000.











Source: <<2004 Guide to the Leading Textile & Garment Production Bases in China>>, Adsale Publishing Ltd.

